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OU deſire, Al! your Diſſen- 
ting Brethren ts Conſider, and 
then Anſwer, 
re Confider?d, but 1 cannot tell 
you ſappoſe all Diſſenters are 
brethren, or that all are your 
en who diſſent from you. If 
firſt, It ſeems probable to me, 
jon have been either Educated in 
inge Soyl, or have forgotten 
brothers Diale& ; ſo that I can- 
ſera, that yon are any other- 
« Baptift then only in Maſquerade, 
therefore am ſhy of owning the 
won: But if all that difſent 
jou, muſt therefore be reckon'd 
brethren, then Iam in that 
Ir, and becauſe I think Mr Penn 
idt have fo much leiſure as my 
it prelent to attend upon your 


6,1 Intend to be in the firft Rank 
MN Reſpondents. 


n Anſwer 


\NABAPIIST 


TO THE 


Three Conſiderations 
Sc 


—_— @ 


g—_ 
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I conſider alſo that thoough you have 
propoſed but Three Conſiderations, 
yet you have bolted out a Mulitude 
of Queſtions, which adminiſter an 
occalion for as many more to be re- 
torted. | 

To your firſt Queſtton, Then 
What Validity or Security can any preten- 
ded or deſigned future New Law or Char- 
ter have, when we ſee ſo many of t''e preſent 
Laws we already bave, may be, and are b 
the Diſpcnſing Power Diſpenſed with ? 

So many of the prefent Laws — The mn 
Grievance then with you may lie M 
1ather in the Number, than in tine | 
Diſpenſing Power. His Majeſty might | 
with your leave perhaps have diſpen= 
{cd with ſome Perſnus, and ſome Pe- 
nalties too, but not with ſo many al- 
together. | 

One wonld think by that you 
would not have QuarrePd at the | | 

_ Diſpeniing they { 


th 


--. 
ws. Mit. ute ti <_n— x  . " 
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Diſpenſing Fower, tho the At for 6. National Religion, 1% it i; » 


tevying T welve Pence a Week had ne- 
ver been Proſecuted, ſo as the T wen- 
fy Pound a Month had been Levied, 
nor if the Conventicle A& had been 
Diſpenſed with, ſo as the Thirty fifth 
of Qxcen Elizabeth had been rigo- 
roufly Executed. 

I cannot tell how mary, but. all 
the Laws that are Diſpeaſed with, are 


Penal Lams of alike nature for mat- 
ters Eccleſiaſtical, : Uniformwity, Sa-. 


craments,  Oaths..and Teſts are the 
Subject of them all. If this be your 
Grief, you muſt be either a Conform- 
ing Baptiſt, or ſuch a ſtrange ſort of 
2 Bari as in my Forty Years Con- 
verſation among them I have nacver 
met with. | 

But to come more cloſe to your 
Queftion, What Validity can a New Law 
bave ſeeing (6 many of theſe we have alrea- 
ay are Piſpenſed with ? 

I Anſwer with a like Interrogation, 
I grant that the Ki-g my do what 
his Royal Pleaſure is with his own, 
Does it tnerenpon follow, that He 
may do {p likewiſe with what is mine? 
If I acckowledge and thankfully ac- 
cept His Diſpenling with a Penalty, 
to which I am Obnoxious, becauſe I 
take a Liberty in matters of meer Re- 
Iigion, which Iam not allowed by 
Statute Laws, 1s it of neceſſary conſe- 
quence that | therein acknowledge He 
may aiio impoſe a Fineupon me for 
lawfully uſing a Literty when gran- 
ted to. me by Law ! 

Its oped tne defizned New Charter 
for Repcal of ſich Penal Laws as are 
inconuſtant with the Docrines of 
C7 franity, will according to His 
Atajefties Declaration , both maintain 


ſtabliſhed by Law, and proj 
ſuch a C hriſtian Liberty as mar 
Eaſe and Secure the Conſcirn,s 
ſons and Properties of all thy 
Live Soberly, Righteoully and ( 
1a this preſent Age, whether thy 
Conformiſts or Non-confornit 
the National Religion. And 1 
remains valid, tho a Penilt} ng] 
diſpenſed with. by 
But what if the New Lak 
have no more "Validity or'ﬆ 


.* then theſe Old Ones that are 


ſed with? The Diſſenters wil 
be 1n ſo, much a better Caſe by) 
Law, asthat they will then be & 
by Law, whereas till that be done, 
axe always ſubject to be Ruin'd y 


colour of Law. But why arm 


Querulous at the Ditpenfing | 
in this particular caſe wherein 
Exerciſed ? The King declares 
pinion, Tkast Conſcience o:9ht nt 1 
conftramecd, nor People forced wn 

of meer Religion. This Prind 

the ground of his Diſpenſation, 

you not- lately obſerved, Thata 
Gentlemen,. who being in Comm 
would n2t Exccute theſe Tens 

and were therefore for a ſ:ait 
alile, are now returner! 4:42 1 
their former Stations, with 208 
on, and the Love of tr W 
bouts? Have you not Reil ita 
logy for the Chre' of Eng-434 8 
relation toth2 Spirit of Pcil-u 
for which ſhe is atculcd / 512 
former Errors are exXi-007'94 0 
ſtances, pao. 4. , That \h01'? +5 
Pa: liament) of the Cu 9 3 
did not perform what 41 9%" 


miſed by ſome Leading \ 


CY 


\ 


| ( 
,r (in procuring them aBill of 
yet bs was little or, nothing 
-ainſt them for ab6ut Nine 
- bt they had their Meermgs al- 
; publickly & as regularly as the 


y not remember- a Yote of the 
of Common: in 1680, whereby it 
efolved, That the, Proſeention of 
#:nt Diſſe.ters «pox the Penal 
wa at that time Grievous to the 


ll the Fuficer that did net Exc- 
heſe Laws gain Eſteem by it ? 
the Charch f England excuſe her 
om the charge of Severity by 
jt Executing theſe Laws for 
Years together ? Shall the Cen- 
s Parliament Vote the Execution 


King extend his | Compaſſion to- 
; is Diſſenting Subjects, and ſ1y 
ſhall not be Executed? To make 
a ignal Act of Grace the ground 
Troundleſs .Jealoune, and cauſe 
"ntention, to ſay no worſe of it) 
phly Diiinzenuous, and diſcovers 
ry froward and perverſe Diſpo- 
ut let us coflicer your next 
of Queſtions: 
ave we, or can we have any higher 
r bere mn England then King , 
is «1d Commons in Parliament A/- 
3? The Law: that are now Diſpen- 
ith, and rendred uſeleſs, were they 
mae by that Power ? Can your New 
rter be made by any higher or other 
77 Do youthink there 1s any Tempo- 


' 94%; - F, op | 

'%e Diſpenſing Power * And can you 
eW apPear toms? To theſe Quelſti- 
WAs { ſ Z 
191. CCire Mr Pern would let lis 


of England had their Chwurches.- 


a Grievance ? And may not\ 


Ir S2'twal Porter bere in England A- 


v. | 
Brethren and, you keow his Mind: . 


honeffly. 

 Inhis'ftead I Anfwer, We have no 
Law Makers, but King, Lords and 
Commons 1n Parliament Aſſembled, but 
yet we are in England, as well as in 0- 
ther parts of the World, under a Law 
te God, and thereby each Man is obli- 


get to preſerve within his own Breaſt 


the Anſwer of a good Conſcience,from 
'which no Law of Kino, Lords and 


Commons can abſolve him; and hence 
1t 1s that we have many Fundamental 


Maximes of Law gronnded upon the 
Law of God,and common Reaſon of Man- 
kind, as well reſpeQting the Soveraigns 
Prerogative, as the Right of the Subjeb, 
not written in Ads of Parliament, 
but in their Natnre {9 invariable, That 


(as our Lawyers tell ns) Atts of Par- 


liament made againſt them are void in 
themſelves. And if this Opinion be 
true, theſe Fundamental Maximes of 
Law, whether in Spirituals or Tem- 
porals, tho they may be for a ſeaſ-n 
by 2 particular A& of Parhament in- 
terrupted, they are not thereby vaca- 
ted, bur ſH!] retained, and will at one 
time or other again diſcover their Vt- 
gor. Acts not contradictory to theſe 
Fundamental Laws may be uſefnl for a 
ſe-{5n, but not having that innate Stah1- 
lity as Fundamental Maximes have, 
may after wards become uſeleſs, impro- 
per and grievous to be put in Executt- 
on ; hence thoſe common diſtinctions 
between Malym in ſe, ©: malum prohi- 
bitim. And ſibſcqent thereto, in 
many caſes a nower -or no power «of 
Diſpenſing, That which js enJawjvul 
In it (IE t5 be done, as Meurther, 7+ fr, 
Treſpaſs, and the like, cannot be ma'e 
: 12 8 | ta fu} 
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Diſpenſing Fower, tho the At for the National Religion, 1 it ix 
levying 1 welve Pence a Week had ne- ſtabliſhed by Law, and yg;w 
yer been Proſecuted, ſo as the Twen- ſuch a Chriſtian Liberty a5 mi; 7 
fy Pound a Month had been Levied, Eaſe and Secure the Conſciins, | 
nor if the Conventicle A& had been ſons and Properties of all thy 
Piſpenſed with, ſo as the Thirty fifth Live Soberly, Rizhteoully a4 
of Owcen Elizabeth had been rigo- 1a this preſent Age, whether ty 
roufly Executed, Conformiſts or Non-confurnig 

I cannot tell how mary, but all the National Religion. Anil iG 
the Laws that are Diſpeuſcd with, are remains valid, tho a Penilt; 
Penal Laws of alike nature for mat- diſpenſed with. | 
ters Eccleſiaſtical : Uniformity, Sa- But what if the New Lark 
craments, Oaths. and Teſts are the have no more Validity or & 
Subject of them all. If this be your © then theſe Old Ones that are 
Grief, you muſt be either a Conform- ſed with? The Difſenters wi] 
ing Baptiſt, or ſuch a ſtrange ſort of be in ſo much a better Caſey; 
2 Baprif as In my Forty Years Con- Law, as that they will then he 
verſatton among them I have acever by Law, whereas till that be done, 
met with. - axe always ſubject to be Ruin'd v 

But to come more cloſe to your colour of Law. But why arent 
Queftion, Whar Yalidity can a New Law Querulous at the Difpenſing hi 
bave,ſecing ſo many of theſe we have alrea- in this particular caſe wherein 
ay are Ljpenſed with ? Exerciſed ! The King declareih 

I Anſwer with a like Interrogation, pinion, That Ceuſcience 0:19ht wx 
I grant that the Kimg my do what conftramed, nor People forced in 
his Royal Pleaſure is with his own, of meer Relivinn, This Prindy 
Does it tnerenpon follow, that He the eround ot his Diſponſ 


may do {p likewiſe with what is mine? you not lately obſerved, 1r2td 
If I acckowledge and thankfally ac- Gentlemen, who boj'1 11 Co 

cept His Diſpenling with a Penalty, would net Exccute tle 1144 
to which I am Obnoxious, becauſe I and were therefore for a 1:2"! 


take a Liberty in matters of meer Re- aliio, ares now returace - 
Iigion, which Iam not allowed by thcic former Stations, wil! 
Statute Laws, Is itof nccelſary conſe- on, and the Love of ti 
quence that | therein acknowledge He bows? Have you not Re 
may aiio impoſe a Finexpon me for loo for the Char of 1: 
lawfully uſin; a Literty when gran- | 


reiation to rhe Snirit 20 Vein 
ted to. me by Law *! 


for which ſhe is accu'l©:. 

Its oped tine deftzncd New Charter former Frrors are © 
for Repcal of fr. Peaal Laws as are ſtances, pa. 4. Tha 
nconuſtant with the Doctrines of Pa: liamonty of tic Co 
C 7 fremty, Wh according to His did not perform vi! | 
Alajifties Declaration , both maintain” wiſed by ſome Leadin, \ 
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- 
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77 (in procuring them a Bill of Brethren and you krow his Mind 


+t there was little or nothing 
"ainſt them for about Nine 
wt they had their Meetings al- 
oublickly & as regularly as the 
of Englend had their Churches. 
1 no! remember a VYote of the 
of Common: in 1680, whereby 1t 
eſplved, That the Proſeention of 
2nt Diſſer.ters «pox te Penal 
was at that time Grievous to the 


| the Juſtices that did net Exc- 
heſe Laws gain Eſteem by 1t !? 
he Charch of Englaxd excuſe her 
rom the charge of Severity by 
Executing theſe Laws for 
Years together ? Shall the Cem- 
n Parliament Vote the Execution 
m a Grievance ? And may not 
ing extend his Compaſſion to- 
his Diſſenting Subjects, and f1y 
hall not be Executed ? To make 
a hgnal Att of Grace the ground 
770undleſs Jealouae, and cauſe 
ntention, to ſay no worſe of it) 
thiy Diinzenoous, and diſcovers 
; froward and perverſe Diſpo- 
|: Putſetusconhder your next 
vf Queſtions. 
ave me, Or can we have any hightr 
* bere 1m England rhen King , 
5 424 Commons in Parliament A/- 
1? The Laws that ave now Dijpen- 
1", and rendred uſeleſs, mere they 
ae by that Power ? Can your New 
'*T oe made by any higher or 6ther 
' Do youthiak there 15 any Fempo- 


7 
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%% tut Porter bore in England 4- 
«5% 7, Meth - de DEP 
Diſpenſing Power ? And can yo!t 


i t0:4? To theſes Quelti- 


Mr Pexn would lct ls 


honeſtly. 

In his ſtead I Anſwer, We have no 
Law Makers, but King, Lords and 
Commons 1n Parliament Aſſembled, but 
yet we are in England, as well as in 0- 
ther parts of the World, under a Law 
te God, and thereby each Man is obli- 
ged to preſerve within his own Breaſt 
the Anſwer of a good Conſcience,from 
'which no Law of TXins, Lords and 
Cemmons can abſolve him; and hence 
It 1s that we have many Fundamental 
Maximes of Lat gronnded upon the 
Law of Ged,and common Reaſon of Man- 
kind, as well reſpecting the Soveraigns 
Prerogative, as the Right of the Subjeft, 
not written in Acts of Parliament, 
but in their Nature {9 invariable, That 
(as our Lawyers tell ns) Atts of Par- 
lament made againſt them are void 1 
themſelves. And if this Opinion be 
true, theſe Funiamental Maximes of 
Law, whether in Spirituals or Tem- 
porals, tho they may be for a ſeaſ-n 
by a particular Ac of Parhament in- 
terrupted, they are not thereby vaca- 
ted, but ſtil] retained, and will at ont 
time or other again diſcover their Vt- 
gor. Acts not contradictory to theſe 
Fundamental Laws may be uſefnl for a 
ſe ſn,but not having that innate Stah1- 
lity as Fund:mental Max1imes have, 
may after wards become nſcleſs,1mpro- 
per and grievous to be Put in Executt- 
on ; hence thoſe common diſtinciions 
between Malin in [e, O malum prohi- 
bitum. And ſibſcqent thereto, in 
many caſes a power -or no power of 
Diſpenſing, That which is unlawjul 
In it (1 t5 he done, as Merther, 7 ft, 


J 
T_ - " 1 » 4, - "Me _ | Fe $4 
Treſpaſs, and the like, cannot be wa 'e 


f2{0} 


fawfal by any Law or Diſpenſation 
whatſoever. - That which is lawful in 
it ſelf, but becomes unlawful, becauſe 
prohibited by a particular Statute,may 
be Diſpenſed with, ſo as no particular 
Perſon be Damnified by that Diſpen- 
ſation, and not otherwiſe. Among 
the many. Viciſſitudes of Succeſſion to 
the -Crown, between the two Houſes 
of York and Lancaffer, Do you think 
there were no Laws in being, made in 
the Raign of a King of one of theſe 
Branches ( in Fat) diſpens'd with 
by his Succeſſor of the other Branch, 
till they came to be Repealed in Parlia- 
ment'?? Were the Oathes of Fidelity 
and Obedience made to the Line Inter- 
rupted, required to be taken by all 
Judges, Tuſtices, Sheriffs, and other 
Officers Commiſſionated by the other 
Line which ſucceeded, until they were 
Repealed in Parliament ? In the va- 
119us changes of the National Religion, 
b-tween the Reigns of King Henry the 
the Eighth and Queen Elizabeth, were 
all Penalties impoled by Laws reſpe@- 
ing Rehli.13n, exated withont any 
Relax or Suſpenſion, till thoſe Laws 
were Abrozated in Parliament. In 
the firſt Year of King Henry the Fourth 
a whole Pailiament held in the Twen- 
ty firft of Richard the Second was Re- 
peiled: In one of which Laws then 
made, divers Pains of Treaſon were 
ordained, whereby, as the At of 
Repeal ſays, INo Man did kuow how he 
6:g'1t to behave humſclf to Do, Speak or 
Sy for douvt of ſach Pain; and if that 
i aw had been Religionſly obſerved 
till the moment of its Repeal It conld 
never have been repealed. In the Se- 
coad Year of Ricbsrd the Third, a 


(6) 


Statute made in the Firf 
of the faid King was Diſ- F*uJ 
penſed with by Proclema-. x 


tion. Now I would gladly hex 


canſe my pretended Brother 
has to Qnarrel at his preſent My, 
gracious Diſpenſing with Laws ing 
1ng Temporal Penaltics for 

cal Matters, and rendring then o 
leſs for the preſent, in that n 
only, till they can be Repealed 
liament. And whercin the & 
of this Diſpenſing Power has ex 
cd what has been 1n Fatt done y 
Royal Predeccfſors, and admitted 
be lawfnlly done by our greateſt 
yers. But to proceed, 

Shall your New Charter have 4; 
ty inſerted to be inflifted on the Inf 
or Breakers of it or n0? If it, 
will your New Charter ſignif? ] 
three s*ips of a Lonſe: Andit v 
a Penalty, Caxnot any King by hs In 
gative and A:ther ity Royal Diſpence 
the Penalty ? And what willut ſn 
then ? 

This pretended Bapriſt”s Reſoluti 
of the firſt of theſ: Q1eſt 055 
Weak as1t is Idle, and toch tot 3 
the others, may receive a ſati>au 
Anſwer. 

Snch a New Charta as is deſired, 
no Penalty be annex'd, may 1 
fign:ficant in many reſpects, ( 101 
may be materially good and 0viigy 
to Obedience by its innate Vert!?,! 
pain of Condemnation by the Ui 
Law; and in that reſpect ol are 
ſignification, and much more cvs 
then ſnch Laws as are materia} ** 
and cannot be obeyed without B1& 


> This \ 
of the Law of God. (2) _ 


may, without amniexing any 
ies, Repesl all thoſe Penalties, 
> Perſons are compelled to 
+ A&s of Divine Worſhip, 

to their Underſtanding , 
and a Good Conſcience, and put 
of the Power of any Diſpenſa- 
| revive thoſe Laws, or to: im- 
ties of the like Kind. (3) 
a New Law may without any Pe- 


) made the ground of. all our 
es are preſerved: 
inſerted to-be inflicted on the 


ers or Breakers of it-, Theſe 


evil minded Men do not prac- 
n the Soveraign Power : : For: 
acaſe, if; the Soveraign Power 


$are neceſſary for its own Pre- 


Damage by. the breach of 


It, at the Kings Suit, by: 


| 


(7) 


4 by its ſimple Declarations put- 
to that, which. 1s now unrea-- 


ſts, and confirm to us all thoſe- 
by which our. Liberties and. 


preſuming it may_alſo have Pe- 


ſo qualified as not'to be Diſ-. 
wita; (if. under- the colour . 


Diſpence with the Penalty. of. a . 
m:,1t may be diveſted of ſuch. 


20, (but in any ordinary caſe, if. 
on or Body Corperate receive : 


eo Lew,He or They may if-the - 
Ns pleaſe, . be. Intitled to a 
lar Attion by . che ſame; Law, 
t@ and ' recover.» Damages - 
:42, Wanſt the Breakers of - 


at, or Preſentment, or by a 
En, with which: the Xing 


aice you: give, to- put;us - 
Doubt ». In Mr Langkornes 
> Wing the Kinge Right" in. 


Diſpenſing with Ford Lows, t hat! 
not Repeat, but only abſerve, That 
the Opinion you cite (towever you 
may do it in ſcorn) carries ſuch an 
Evidence in it for a Diſpenfing Power 
(not ir-ordinary Caſes, as that Author 
has well obſerved) but upon exttaor- 
dinary Occaſions, .when the King in 


his Wiſdom ſhall find it neceflary,. as 


calls for more Cunning then I yet per- 
ceive in you, to raiſe any material Ob« 
jetion againſt it. 


Qu. Now where is the aſſurance-then of . 


Mr Penn's New Charter ?. 


Anſ. Our: Aſſurance: will lite not on-- 


ly in the Authority of the Legiſlators, 


equal to any other Law, . but alſo in 


the Authority. of the Matter, , which 


will command an Aﬀent-in every Mans + 


Conſcience aſloon as he. reads it, Voc 


. ts do that to evother, which ht. world not 


have done to. himſelf. Our Aſſurance 
will be in our Love and Aﬀection One 


towards Another, as Neighbours con-- 


cern'd'to promote the common : Inte- 
reft of . the Realm. In the + Watch- 
fulneſs of all Parties againſt any one 


particular Fa&ion, if . any ſach ſhould / 


riſe vp; and- attempt: to inthrall the 


Coenſciences of : all the. reſt, in. our 


thankful : and dutiful | Behaviour to- 


wards our Soveraign for breaking of 


thoſe intolerable Yoaks we could not 
bear, and ſetting us upon ſuch a laſt- 
ing Foundatien', . both for or. Civil 


.and- Religious Liberties, as: with a+ 
diſcreet: Care and Managemant of 


them may remain.hrm to Perpetulty. 


Qu. But. who can tell what Kirg we 


may 
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; C8) 
may have after onr -preſent Soveraign- Keligſon, ag if fs *4(/ 


wheter ſo merci/ull, or ſo juſt? Or what ficlt 


Sheriffs the next King may choſe, and, 
what Returns of Parhament Men t#t 
may make ! For you know the Forfeiture 
or the Sheri:fs making 4 falſe Return is 
no great matter, and canno! 4 King, par- 
don it by his Diſpenſing Power or Autho- 
rity Royal ? Woat will, nay what can 
your #:v Charter then ſigmfie, when it 
ether 1s or may be, (according to* your 
OTF 7 Doftrin ) Irvalidated, Diſannlcd, 
er Annhulatcd in an inſtant. 


Anſ. If there ſhould be raiſed by 
my Quereſt, or any other like him, 
ſuch a perverſe Spirit and behaviour 
in any Party of Men, as to prevent 
the Nations felted enjoyment of 
theſe Priviledges we now have as 
Men and Chriſtians, by his Majelties 
Prudence, Juſtice an1 Clemency, who 
can tell (indeed) what the ſad Conſe- 
quences of it may be? .. But -if Duty, 
Reaſnn and common [Intereſt prevail, 
kere 1s nothing offer'd that fhonld 
cauſe any Marr to ſlack his utmoſt di- 
ligence and endeavours to arrive at the 
Settlement propoſed by a New Charter. 
For what do theſe, Queries tend to, 


er what of any weight do they con- 
tain ? For, 


Firſt, Totes William Penn, B2 anp 
party of Diſſenters pzopoſe anp ſuch 
Methods to be perſued, as map ad: 
vance B2ecogative to that Texree, 


as to Jnvalidate, 82 anniytlate all 
our Laws ? 


Secondly, Js not the National 


ptice to;be vitntyy 
as. well. \rcaged, as ty 
new Law can take it "Me 
a Libertp foz conſicnciog,; 
ters front it 4n_ tye wo;t; 
( Exploviag- of al Lil 
niſs) a5 man free thy, 


future incoaventenc.1 upoy 
of Keltgion, 


Thirdly, JS any thingh 
that bp a new Chatter, 
power ſhould be given tot: 
fo2 cyoeling of Sheriffs, thi 
te yas, ov: tyat the peniiti 
a Sheritts making fa'ſt 1 
{y;ai be [cſs then now t 
o2 ann thing elſe to x 
Caſe wozlſe then it is. 


You take it for granted, 1k 
which I de not know, nor 
neither, as | ſuppoſe, that the 
Forfeiture, wo thall make af! 


.. tarn 15no great matter, or that 


the . King can pardon, or & 
with. The Cale of-Sr 54 

nardifton whe: ein he had a Ver 
Eight Hnnd-c4 Pounds damaf 
again a Sveriff for a falſe Rett 
inform yon otherwiſe; and! 
ly a new Coarcer will not mit 
Penal then now it is, bt if 
ever happen, notwithitanal 


- Charter, as it has heretofares 


notwithſtanding our «/d Cont 
Knights an | vurgeſl*s ſhould 
duly choſen ; the ſame Fatt 
tend ſich a Parliament, © \ 
of 38 Hd. 6, 


aw come to your ſecond Cone 
ion, Wherein you pray Mr 
1) confidor, What his New 
fer C47 ſronifie, ſo long as there 
oh Gym: fron Carrt, Or 4 high 
win for Eccliſtaſtical Afairs 
> Cannit thoſe Commiſſuners 
ary of your and our Preachers, 
ers; or Miniſters to 1ask when 
leaſe? Cannot they, when the 

4 mind to it, ſuſpend Mr Pen, 
orge Whitehead, Mr Alfop, 
obb, Mr Mead,or Mr Bowyer, 
i s the Biſhop of London,Cc. 
x the Court when they will; or 
bink fit, or be commanaca, ſuſ- 
ſilence or forbid any or all the 
ting Miniſters to Preach any 
in their Meetings, if they will 
cad any Declaration or Order 
er, that the King ſhall ſet forth 
equire them to Read ? Remember 
lagdalen Colledge Men ; Re- 
er alſo that Sawſe for a Gooſe #5 
'be Sawſe for 4 Gander. 


/. The cafe of Magdalen Col- 
Is publiſhed at large, you may 
Ltif you pleaſe, and Anſwer 
yon can, eſpecially the para- 
alc in Edwards the Sixth time. 
pray what 1s that to a New 
rf If wrong Judgment was 
by the Court (as you per- 
ſuppoſe) in that caſe, do you 
e 10 difference between Diſ- 
in? With a Law, and wrong 
pacntziven againſt a Law (if 
luch ſhould be) in Weſtminſter 
or the Eccleſiaſtical Conrt. 

ne Diſenrers you name, or you 


(9) 


who pretend to be a Baptit, be of 
the Clergy of England in the Eye of 
the Law, and. hold Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs and Benefits, they or you 
may for Miſ-behaviour be ſuſpend- 
ed from them by the Ecclehaftical 
Commilltioners. But why do you 
fancy that a New Cherter ( by 
which it 1s expected that Penalties 
for matters of meer Religion will 
be repealed ) ſhould be made to 
fiignifhe nothing, by the Ecclefſiaſti- 
cal Commiſſioners which now-are ; 
I canceaſily fore-ſee'that aNew Char- 
ter may make that Commiſtion in 
the caſes you meution to fignifie 
nothing; but I cannot imagine 
how that Commiſſion ſhould make a 
New Charter inſignificant. As to 
the ſilencing of Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters, its evident as the Law now 
is, their reading or not reading the 
Kings Declaration in their Meetings 
will not prevent it,if theKing with- 
draw his Favour, nor 1s there any 
cauſe to give the Eccleſiaſtical Com- 
miſſioners.any trouble about them ; 
for as the Laws now are there are 
other Ecclefiaſtical Courts, which 
with the aid of the Juftices at their 
Seſſions are fufficiently impowred to 


 Cenſure, Fine, Tmpriſon, Baniſh 


or Hang them for their Non-con- 
formity to the Religion Eftabliſhed 
by Law. NIN 


You exhort us to ſee before weLeap, 
whether the Words in the Orders ſet 
forth in the Gafzett, for contempt of 
his Majefties Authority will run no 
further then juſt Mr Penn will have it. 
And ask, Can be ſtop the Current of it 
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when he pleaſes? and ſay, If ke could, 
we are 0! ſure he would ;, for formerly 
he bad no great kindxzeſs (we know ) ſor 
5 Baptiſts ard other Dilſenters, 4nd 
if be could ard world we are not ſire 
of his Liſe, how long, therefore it will 
be the prenitſi piece of Weakneſs and 
Folly in the World for us to Dance af- 
ter his and the Jeſuits Pipe alone, con- 
trary both to all common Sence and 
Reſon, and owr own general Intereſt. 


Aaſ. How do you make out your 
Inference, That tg do 4s you ſay 15 the 
greateſt piece of Weakneſs and Folly ? 
I take it to be altogether as great 
folly to Dance after your Pipe in 
Company, contrary to common 
'Sence, Reaſon and Intereſt, as af- 
ter Mr Penn and the Jeſnites alone ; 
ſarcly in this you take the Dyfſenters 
to be very forgetful of what their 
Senſes ſo lately teſtified, when nn- 
der the feeling Proſecution of 7e- 
nal Laws, and to be unreaſonably 
ignorant of their Intereſt in de- 
firing thoſe Penal Laws may be Re- 
pealed in Parliament, and a due 
Liberty of Conſcience Eſtabliſhed in 
their room, But for what cauſe 
do yeu reflect nppn Mr Perr f I take 
it as a certain Evidence, that all 
Pamphlets on this Subject, that are 
' interlaced with perſonal RefleQtions 
aſſerted on Surmiſes, without proof, 


axe deſigned to promote Fattious- 


' Diflentions, . rather then to Unite 


in one common lptereſt, and heal : 


one. uncharitable Diviſions. I have 
known. Mr Pens for many Years, 
and. have bcen credibly infermed 
by. others, that from his Age of 


Seventeen Years he has been x1; 
mate Aſſociate with the mop, 
nent of Diſſenters ; that ir 

was of Chriſt Churth Colldrejnt 
ford, he was fincd for hi; 4 
from the Religious Ceremony 
the Colledge : He ſuffered | 
Hardſhips in his Fathers Fmiy 
that account, has been 1m; 
Advocate theſe Twenty Yew 
the Liberty we enjoy and þ 
to have confirm'd: |] have 
of: many good Offices hehat 
at Court, both for Diſney 


'Conformiſts ; & that he has imp 


that Favour which has been 
him by his Prince, both before 
ſince his Aſcending to the The 
for the Benefit and not tothe 
judice of others: I havenct 
of- any rich Preſents or Re 
that have been given or requir 
any of his- Services, or nj 
ployments he ſeeks or accept 
How his pleadings for Lun 
Conſstence has or can tend t 
1mprovement of his Revenuts 
cannot apprehend neither; | 
fore if you will free you! 
from the ſuſpition of an 1 
ſign, and a groundlefs APp 
tho Mr Pe may be no Fri 
ſuch pretended Bapri#- and no! 
Diffenters as you are; 1510 
on you toſhew wherein Ie 145 
nifeſted that he had forme! 
great Kindneſs for tnolc Us 
realfy ſuch upon this account 
I paſs by your trifling 49 


enlarging or limiting Autiol 


the power or will, length 0 


| neſs of Mr Penn's Life, and pu 
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1*dly, Toe conſider above all what 
Stair this New Charter 
of, when there is a ſtanding Ar- 
pt on Foot ? Whether Guns w1ll 
Reaſon, or Dragoons mind Char- 
or Arguments ? your reference to 
prattice in, France, if we are not 
wely Infatuated and given up to 
and Deſtruſtion ; your Query 
ther their Carriage and Quartering 
arree with 4 New Charter for 
berty, and if My Penn be a Friend 
Liberty (gr Liberties ſake, you de- 
an honeſt, clear nnd ſatisfaftory 
wſwer to theſe Three Points. 


Ia Mr Pewr's ftead give me leave 
preſent to return you an an{wer, 
jasking'you ſome Queſtions; Is 
he Wefern Rebeffion, ſlipt ont of 
our mind? Was there no occafi- 
n given for multiplying Dragoons ? 
$ Soveraign Power {ſo limited by our 
Laws, as that it cannot make uſe of 
{uch means as are of apparent and 
abſolute neceſſity for its own preſer- 
vation? Did you ever know of any 
Amy wherein no diſlorders were 
committed in their Marches, or 
Quarterings? Are our Dragoons 
without any diſcipline, for reform- 
Ing or puniſhing abuſes-when they 
are complained of ? 

Do you, and ſuch as follow your 
Examples, take a right: courſe to 
avoid ſuch miſchiefs, being done in 
England by * Dragoons, as are com- 
nitted in France? Tam as far from 
Getending any of their diſorders, 
or defiring their continuance longer 
tucn nceds muſt, as 1 am from belei- 


ying yon to be a Bapriſ. 

Put ſure I am, whatever you are, 
your Reaſonings are very unſavory, 
and unſafe, tending to faſten us un- 
der that Bondage, you ſeemingly 
adviſs us to avoid; for to deal 
plainly and honeſtly with you, (as 
you defire Mr Penn to do) I ſte no 


way-.to eſcape the diflorders that 


are cither felt or feared, but by pgi- 
ving His Majeſty full ſatisfa&i- 
on, not only of our Fidelity, bit 
of our Afﬀection alſo to his Perſon 
and Government, in complying 
with what he ſhall prcpoſe, for 
maintenance of the National Religi- 
on, and all the poſleſſions of the 
Clergy, as Eſtabliſhed by Law, and 
aboliſhing all ſuch Penalties for 
Non-conformity to the Naticral Kee 
ligion, as may be found inconliſtent 
with the common Right and Rea- 
ſon of Mankind, DeQtrines of Chrt= 
ſtianity and Intereſt of England. 


I ſhall now confider your cloſing 
points (1) /n tbe mean time it ap- 
pears to be highly the Duty of all Men 
as well Difſenters as ethers, who have 
Votes in chooſing Parliament-Dcn, 4 «+ 
bove all to chooſe ſuch Faithful Patriots 
as will take care of® theſe things alreaay 
hinted, and others that may be brought 
before them ;- that our 'Liberties, 0»r 
Laws, and our Lives may be preſcr - 
ved from itt deſigning Men,and from fu- 
tyre Quo Warranto's,and all th: kig9 
Violaters and Infringers thereof called 
to accompt, and juſtly puniſhed ; this 
will wel become them, and ſecure ns, 
more then any titular Charter what j0- 
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If you had only adviſed the 
chooſing Faithful Patriots for Par- 
lament-Men, without cutting out 
their Work, your advice might 
have b:en ſonnd ; or if you had on 
ly looked forwards that our Liber- 
ties, and our Lives might be pre- 
ſerved from ill deſigning Men; 
aad our Laws ſo ſ(cttled, that all 
good Subje&s may equally ſhare in 
che benefit of them; your Adrice 
might have been ſcaſonable ; for it 


15 evident that onr Circumſtances - 


require as Wiſe and moderate Men, 
experienced ;in civil and Religious 
altairs, as every Parliament 1n Eng- 


land did;and if the Nation be bleſs 

with ſnch a Choice in the next Par- 
lament, all ſober perſons, may by 
their wiſe Councels be out of fear 
of ſuffering Prejudice by future ac- 
cidents of State: But at this juncture 
to talk of calling to an Accompt, 


and panaiſhing all ſuch as you may 
reckon high Violaters and Infrin- 
gers of our Laws and Liberties 1s 
very unſeaſonable: Pray tell us 
ſince you undertake to Chalk out 
the way fora Parliament, and pro- 
Poſe the Work you qwould have 
done by them, how far they are to 
lodk back, and where and with 
what fort of Men you would have 
them begin ; with ſuch of the Cler- 
Ly, or of the Lawyers, as were the 
firſt Advancers of Prerogative a- 
bove your meaſures; or with the 
Diſſenters for thankfully accepting 
the Kings Indulgenee, and making 
uſe of the Liberty he has been plea- 
ed to graut in their peacealle and 


Religions Aſſemblies? after c,, 
ny Convulſions 1n the State, y 
and Counter-plots az me ; 
knowa Mm our Age. The 
things to be liable to Penatin, 
one ſeaſon, which at another + 
have been marks of the ereats 
Loyalty; ſober Menu cannot 
think it 1s high time to adhere v 
and perſue thoſe Royal Meth 
that have been "with good ſup 
begun, and are propoſed to be 
tled on terms of laſting ſecyr 
and Peace. 

If the Caſe ſhould WÞpropol 
to any Aſſembly (your ſelf bei 
in the company) in reference ty 
any Man that you can mark out x 
it was by the Jewes, in referen 
to the Aaidrereſs before our Savim, 
That he who is withou Fault ſoul 
caſt the firſt Stone, your ſuppoſed 
Criminal might eſcape by the Af. 
ſemblys going out one by one, 
from the Eldeſt to the laſt convit 
in their @wn Conſciences; and if 
you ſhould have the cenfidence to 
Ray behind the reft; it might it 
no good evidence of an awakend. 
Confeience; but if Peace-makers 
have fingular marks of favour al- 
ways attending them , certainly 
ſuch worthy Patriots as at this ſea- 
ſon fhall be found in that Work; 
repairing our Breaches, healing 
onr Diviſions, ſetling our Civil 
and Religious concerns, that wi9- 
ever W1ll cenſcientiouſly diſcharze 
his duty te God, his King and ks 
Neighbour , may not only en'oy 
Peace and Truth in his Days, Put 
teave It on like terms as a Blevins 


(0: :1 


 Poſterity, Will- deſerve the 
# marks of favour from all 
4 Mea, and may therein alſo 
4 1 Bleſſing from Heaven. 


berty, fay you, # indeed a Fine 
but Remember Brethren what 
wſtle Peter hath told ws, That 

re were, that while 
ronſle them Liberty ther 
eſves are the Servants of 
jon? And Obſerve what 
;; F02 of whom fa Wan ts 
cone, of the fame he 1s 
cht in Bondage, And then 
2k (1 ſuppoſe Mr: Perm or my 
Hiw DoYou. How will pou 
that Wozd ? | 


Fer, T like it as part of Holy 
Teaching me ( 1-) Not to 
that Liberty whereunto I am 
i by the Goſpel, ( 2 ) To prize 
Liberty in the Goſpel which is 
lked me by my Soveraign and 
romote What in me lyes, the 
liſhing of it by a New Charter 
Not to hearken to you, or any, 
0 perhaps did never feel the 
of this Liberty, and would 
uide me,and take an Occaſion te 
reme of it, by talking of Li- 
of another Sort which figni- 
dtzing to me or any other Con- 
ous Difſenters, if we'be depri- 
this (4 )-a$ inducing. me 
tie hetter underftanding of the 
jou ite) toconfider the Con- 
by which I am caution'd not 
'Ken to'any ſuch, as promiſe 
wrty, Who are themſelves 
We by, and in Bondage to thcir 
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own Fleſhly polutins Luſts, ( 5 ) as 
inftructing me by certain Characters 
to diſcern what fort of Perſon: 
they are who (by cuticing Words. 
would beguile meof my Liberty : 
chiefly ſuch as deſpiſe Government. 
are Preſumptious, and not afraid te 
ſpeak Evib of Dignities : And with 
this ſhort Paraphraſe, I may' after 
your Example, ask, How dv Tor; 
Or bow will you like that word ? 

In this I agree with what you ſay, 
The Name of Liberty ſignifies nethins 
withort ghe Snbft ance. And that which 
the Diſſenters deſire and endeavour af- 
ter, # that ſuch a Liberty may be ob- 
tained, and ſecured by a New Charter 
to Perpetuity as 15 ſubſtantial : But in 
this we may diller, if you think a 
preſent Liberty ſignifies nothing, 
for it 15 now, and will be at all 
times, ſo long as we can enjoy it, 
the preſent comfort of our Lives, 
and of fo great value, that 'I think 
he that has felt the want of it, will 
not eaſily be enticed to make a For- 
feiture of his prefent Liberty, by 
taking any ſuch courſeas you fteer 
to Secure Penal Laws for Coertion 
of Cenſcience under tke Name of 
Subftantial and Engliſh Liberties, If 

eſe Penal Lawes be the Geoſe you 
adviſe us not to part with for ſtick- 
ing downa Feather; and t'e Bird 
in the Hand, I cannot Gu-ſs how 
you came to bea Bapriſt;, ſure lam 
you do nst ſhew your ſelfe in the 
Colours of an Enghſh Anabap:iſt, 
for your courſe tends to the bi:d- 
ing of Heavy Burthens on their 
and other Diffenters Shonlders, 
Which 1ts moſt likely you never did, 
nor 


 . 
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nor will touch with one of your poral penalties, for Ciſent 
Fingers. rituals be ſet aſide, and th 
Names of Sedition, Felony Tre 
You exhort us, To be of one mind be ſever'd from ſuch thingy 
as Brethren, tolet Brotherly Love and in no manner offen{ive to 4 
Charity continue, and tell us, nothing vil Goverment, but meer 0 
will ſave us but Union, Pray take and peaccable Exerciſes ſibfy 
your part in the Exhortation let in matters of *Rclivion. 1p 
Brotherly Love have a beginning, learn to be kindly affetiong 
(for 1 fear that is not yet ſettled . Campaſſionate as Men and 
between us) and then I doubt not bours ought to be one to 
but the profitable Experience of whether True Baijevers, My; 
the Exerciſe of it will give it a or Unbelievers, and then the 
continuance z If you areMor nni- be no ground to fear that th 
ting, be content to part with thoſe ruptions or projects of Rin, 
Offenſive Weapons that have cau= va, France, Holland, or ay 
ſed our diviſions,let ourCivil Liber- elſe ſhould ever diſ-unite 
tics as Men, and our Religious Li- - be able#to gain any advan 
berties as Chriſtians be ſettled attempting to ſow amongtt 
upon ſure Foundatiens, let tem- Seeds of Diſſention. 


